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Event Highlights

95 Delegates from Zimbabwe, Tanzania, the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Malawi, Angola, Madagascar, Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho,
Zambia, South Africa and Mozambique attended the women's summit
at the Lumko Institute in Benoni, Gauteng Province, South Africa
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( ™\, Event Highlights

The summit started with
registration with participants
eager to learn from one
another
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AFFIRMATIONS

COMMITTMENTS
"To work with Govts, civil
society, international
agencies to create inclusive
environments for women
migrants”

Basetsane Mosia,
Welcoming delegates
and giving
Introductions and
objectives of the
women's summit
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R Event Highlights

Key note speech was
delivered by Lebongang
Mbana, Board director |
C-suit Advisor under the

theme "empowering voices:
Achieving Gender Equality
and Human Rights for

Refugee and Migrant

Women"

One of the group
discussions
Centered around
Gender impacts
of Migration and
policy reforms.
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Picture Focus

Ms. Utamuriza Jacqueline
Nzisabi from UN Women
discussed the various risks
and insecurities faced by
women migrants, refugees
and asylum seekers in
Southern Africa.

The panel which featured
representatives from IOM,
UNHCR, and CoRMSA

From Left to Right;

Fr. Rampe Hlobo
(Southern African
Catholic Bishops'’
Conference), Sr. Neide
Lamperdi (Southern
African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference),
Thandeka Chauke
(Lawyers for Human
Rights) and Zoe
Nkongolo (Southern
Africa Migration
Network)
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KEY COUNTRY PRESENTATIONS ON MIGRATION POLICIES, CHALLENGES

AND BEST PRACTICES PRESENTED AT THE WOMENS SUMMIT

DRC COUNTRY EXPERIENCE;

The Democratic Republic of Congo has significant migrant challenges;

Ms Adolphine Misekabu from Tusimame Wanawake presented a research undertaken by Dr.
Josephine K. Mauwa from the DRC. The presentation highlighted how Displaced women and
children born of rape face severe crimes and challenges, including rampant rape and rejection.
The situation in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of Congo is a complex

and deeply troubling issue that involves the intersection of gender-based violence, child rights,
and community dynamics.

BEST PRACTICES;

For Congo, Education, vocational training, and psychosocial support for women and children
were presented as essential components of interventions aimed at breaking the cycle of violence
and providing a better future for them.

SOUTH AFRICA COUNTRY EXPERIENCE;

Ms Sherriff Sherry from Rural Women Assembly, shared that the stories of migrant women
farmers shed light on systemic injustices and pervasive challenges that shape their daily
lives, she indicates that these women, predominantly from Zimbabwe and Lesotho, form
the backbone of the agricultural workforce, yet their labor often goes unrecognized and
their voices unheard. They endure not only the physical toil of seasonal work but also
threats of sexual abuse and exploitation

BEST PRACTICES;
The UNHCR employs a human rights and community-based approach to address the
vulnerabilities of women and girls, involving them in creating effective solutions.

Joyce Maro from Tanzania, shared experiences of refugee women in Tanzania, she
highlights the Danish Refugee Council (DRC), paint a complex picture of resilience,
challenges, and empowerment. The Refugee council in Tanzania supports _
income-generating activities, such as weaving baskets which women can sell. This
reduces dependency on humanitarian support and fosters a sense of empowerment
and self-reliance. _ . _

Ms Maro however explained that refugee women in Tanzania face numerous
challenges. Access to healthcare, financial services, and sources of energy is
restricted, impacting their quality of life and opportunities for development.

MAGHREB EXPERIENCE;

Sr Josephine from CARITAS in Senegal joined us virtually and shared
experiences from the Maghreb Sahel of the migrant women travelling
across the Maghreb desert and Mediterranean Sea to Europe. The video
presentation focused on support networks and advocacy for

displaced women
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BENONI DECLARATION ADOPTED BY THE

Rl SOUTHERN AFRICA MIGRATION NETWORK

The participants, attending the SAMIN Annual Conference at the Lumko Institute in
Benoni, Gauteng Province, South Africa from 27-30 June 2024 among many other
commitments,

COMMITTED to developing and implementing gender-responsive rights-based migration
initiatives and practices that uphold the human rights of all migrants, with a particular focus
on the unique needs and vulnerabilities of women and girls.

They were deeply concerned about the prevalence of gender-based violence and exploitation
against women and girls in migration contexts and there was a call for all stakeholders to
take immediate action to protect and support survivors, including through the
establishment of safe houses and support services.

RECOGNIZE the critical role of women migrants in sustaining communities and economies
and pledge to provide skills training, vocational education, and income-generating
opportunities to enhance their economic independence and livelihoods.

AFFIRM the right of women migrants to access justice, fair treatment, and legal
documentation, and they advocated for the removal of barriers that prevent them from
exercising their rights.

THEY ALSO CALLED UPON THE SADC HEADS OF STATE & GOVERNMENT,
CIVIL SOCIETY, INTERNATIONAL AGENCIES, AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS TO:

(i) take seriously development and implementation of gender-responsive, rights-based
migration policies that uphold the human rights of all migrants, with a particular
focus on the unique needs and vulnerabilities of women and girls.

(if) Take immediate action to protect and support survivors of gender-based
violence and exploitation, including through the establishment of safe houses and
support services.

(iii) Make a provision of skills training, vocational education, and
income-generating opportunities that enhance the economic independence
and livelihoods of women migrants.

Among many other needs
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